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INTRODUCTION
About the Program



General Plan

Sets forth a long-term vision and plan for how the City should grow and develop

The City updated the General Plan Land Use Element in 2015



Specific Plans

A tool the City uses to implement the General Plan and regulate development



About the Program

PROGRAM 
LAUNCH

1ST ROUND 
WORKSHOPS

2ND ROUND 
WORKSHOPS

3RD ROUND 
WORKSHOPS

ADOPTION
PROCESS

Three-year program to update the City’s Specific Plan Areas to implement the General Plan 



CENTRAL DISTRICT
General Plan Vision



Central District Specific Plan Area

Pasadena City College Metro Gold Line Allen Station

PCC



Existing Specific Plan Sub-Districts

Old 
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Walnut 

Housing
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In-Town 

Housing

Pasadena 

Playhouse



General Plan Vision for Central District

• Build upon the existing strengths as a vibrant downtown with a 

mix of uses, walkable areas with shopping, entertainment, 

restaurants, offices and housing connected by multiple modes 

of transit



General Plan Land Use

High 
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SPECIFIC PLAN TOOLKIT



Specific Plan Update Program

• Refine goals and policies 

for each Specific Plan area

• Revise existing and 

establish new development 

standards within the private 

realm

• Revise existing and require 

new public amenities within 

the pedestrian zone

Implement the 2015 General 

Plan Land Use Element



Specific Plan Toolkit

Uses and activities



Specific Plan Toolkit

Uses and activities Number and size of units



Specific Plan Toolkit

Uses and activities Number and size of units Building scale and transitions



Specific Plan Toolkit

Relationship to the street 

(setbacks, entrances, design, etc.)



Specific Plan Toolkit

Relationship to the street 

(setbacks, entrances, design, etc.)

Open space and landscape 

requirements



Specific Plan Toolkit

Relationship to the street 

(setbacks, entrances, design, etc.)

Open space and landscape 

requirements
Parking and vehicular 

access



Existing Specific Plan

What does the Specific Plan 

regulate today?

• Land use

• Height and 

Intensity 

• Housing density

• Setbacks and 

Sidewalk Widths

• Mobility 

• Urban Design



Existing Specific Plan

Opportunity to:

1. Update to reflect adopted General Plan

2. Update the tools to reflect progress made 

since 2004 Specific Plan adoption

3. Strengthen and modernize the tools used 

to shape development

4. Introduce refinements & incorporate new 

opportunities that we have heard from 

community

What does the Specific Plan 

regulate today?

• Land use

• Height and 

Intensity 

• Housing density

• Setbacks and 

Sidewalk Widths

• Mobility 

• Urban Design



Refining the Vision

Mid-Rise

Dwelling  
Units/Acre

Specific Plan:

General Plan: CommercialHousing



OUTREACH OVERVIEW



Outreach Snapshot

• Initial Online 

Survey

• Round 1 Workshop

• Round 1 Workshop 

Online Survey    

• Pop-up Event Round 1 Community Workshop – June 26, 2018

Pasadena Playhouse Pop-Up – June 9, 2018 



Visioning Process

General 
Plan 

Community 
Feedback

Emerging 
Themes

Draft Vision

Refine with 

Community 

Feedback 

throughout 

process



OPEN HOUSE
Format and Station Overview



Six Station Topics

About the 
Program

Feedback to 
Date

Draft Vision

Land Use 
Concept

Height Concept
Public Realm 

Concept

1 2 3

4 5 6



1. About the Program Station

• New to the 

outreach process 

or have general 

questions?

• Learn more about 

the General Plan 

Implementation 

Program with:

❑General Plan Land 

Use Diagram

❑Program Fact 

Sheets

❑Program Timeline

❑Specific Plan Toolkit



2. Feedback to Date Station

• Read a summary 

of what we’ve 

heard so far from 

the outreach 

process

• Learn about more 

opportunities to 

get involved and 

share feedback 



3. Draft Vision Station

What’s 
missing?
Anything 

you’d like to 
change?

• Review draft 

vision statements 

for each Central 

District sub-area

• Did we get it 

right? What is 

missing? Weigh-

in by placing 

stickies directly 

on the vision 

board



4. Land Use Concept Station

Learn about the 

preliminary land use 

concept, including 

each sub-area’s:

• Character

• Land use focus

• Density per the 

General Plan

• Requirements for 

the ground floor
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4. Land Use Concept Station

Learn about the 

preliminary land use 

concept, including 

each sub-area’s:

• Character

• Land use focus

• Density per the 

General Plan

• Requirements for 

the ground floor



5. Height Concept Station

Learn about existing 

and proposed 

height maximums 

for Central District



5. Height Concept Station

Learn about existing 

and proposed 

height maximums 

for Central District



6. Public Realm Station

• Review 

proposed 

sidewalk 

minimums for 

the District 

• Learn about the 

existing public 

realm, including 

sidewalks, 

paseos, alleys, 

and parks
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6. Public Realm Station

• Review 

proposed 

sidewalk 

minimums for 

the District 

• Learn about the 

existing public 

realm, including 

sidewalks, 

paseos, alleys, 

and parks



We Want Your Feedback!

Visit the Six Stations + 
Discuss with Staff

Write Your Comments 
on Boards + Stickies

Fill Out the Comment 
Card

1. About the Program 

Station

2. Feedback to Date Station

3. Draft Vision Station

4. Land Use Concept 

Station

5. Height Concept Station

6. Public Realm Station



Six Station Topics

About the 
Program

Feedback to 
Date

Draft Vision

Land Use 
Concept

Height Concept
Public Realm 

Concept

1 2 3

4 5 6



Upcoming Workshops



THANK YOU
ourpasadena.org

ourpasadena@cityofpasadena.net


