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WELCOME



Workshop Agenda

Introduction
Provide information about the program and introduce the team

Small Group Discussion 
Engage in a conversation with the community about the future

Background Information
Share information about the Central District Specific Plan area



BACKGROUND
The 2015 General Plan



Pasadena’s General Plan

Land Use Diagram

Development Capacities

Policy 1.3 Development Capacities. Regulate building 
intensity and population density consistently with the 
designations established by the Land Use Diagram.

“

”

Sets forth a long-term vision and plan for 

how the City should grow and develop
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Specific Plans and the Zoning Code

Building Type

Building Intensity

Building Form

Use Type

Design



PUTTING THE PLAN 
IN MOTION

What is ‘Our Pasadena’?



Updating Existing Rules

• Create tailored development regulations to address 

building form, uses, and density that reflect community values

• Create new Zoning Districts to correspond with the new 

Land Use Designations (e.g., Mixed-Use and R&D Flex)

• Create concise and understandable rules and regulations

Program 

objectives



Program Timeline



PLANNING FOR 
TOMORROW

What is envisioned for this area?



Central District Specific Plan Area



Neighborhood Identity
Enhance the uniqueness of different 

sub-districts

Contextual Development
New development compatible with 

scale, density, and urban design 

features of historic buildings and 

districts

Building Orientation
Primary business orientation to streets 

and open spaces, secondarily to 

parking lots

Public Art
Preserve and enhance existing art in 

Civic Center area

General Vision for Central District



Focus Growth
Pasadena Playhouse, Civic 

Center/Midtown, Northeast Gateway, 

Walnut District, and transit station areas

Gold Line Transit Villages
Concentrate higher density 

development with mix of retail, office, 

and multi-family uses

Housing Choice
Variety of housing options in terms of 

type, location, size, and price

Economic Opportunities
Strengthen economic vitality by 

supporting existing businesses and 

commercial development

General Vision for Central District



Circulate Without Cars
Improve network of transit, walking, 

and bicycling opportunities

Network of Public Space 
Establish and maintain pedestrian 

walkways with a unified network of 

public areas

Street Vitality
Sustain a vibrant pedestrian 

atmosphere in areas dominated by 

civic and office uses by encouraging 

residential development

General Vision for Central District



General Plan Land Use
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Refining the Vision

Specific Plan: “Retail”

General Plan: CommercialHousing

Mid-Rise

Dwelling  
Units/Acre



SMALL GROUP 
DISCUSSION

Let’s talk about the details



Discussion Format

• One small group 

for each focus 

area

• Two rounds –

pick your top two!

• 30 mins for each 

round

• Report back after 
the second round

Old Pasadena / 

Civic Center
Walnut / 

Playhouse

Residential / In-

Town Housing

South Lake

Del Mar / Arroyo



Discussion Objectives

• Share thoughts, opinions, aspirations for 

the area

• Gather feedback about land uses, 

development, public space, and mobility

• Explore ideas for the neighborhood’s 

future

• Listen and learn 



CONCLUSION
What’s next?



Other Upcoming Workshops

Tonight’s 

Meeting



THANK YOU


