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SPECIFIC PLAN UPDATE
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June 28, 2023
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PUTTING THE PLAN IN MOTION



I Central District Specific Plan Area

« Bounded by Corson St, Pasadena Ave,
Wilson Ave & Del Mar / California Blvd

« Pasadena’s downtown area with
numerous historic resources

« Walking distance to 4 Metro Stations -
Del Mar, North Lake, Memorial Park, &
Fillmore stations

 Borders East Colorado, South Fair Oaks,
Fair Oaks/Orange Grove, & North Lake
specific plan areas

Map 2.1-1: Central District Specific Plan Area and Regional Context
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Jll Background

Planning Commission Study Sessions:

« December 8, 2021 — preliminary draft plan
* June 22, 2022 — revised draft plan

« February 22, 2023 — draft proposed plan Central District

o Comments from the Planning Commission Speaflc Plcm
focused on the following: -

. CITY OF

&) PASADENA

» |ncorporating the 2004 design
guidelines into the plan

= Plan implementation S

= Vehicular parking

= Allowable land uses




I February 23 Study Session Comments

* |Incorporating the 2004 design guidelines

o Based on the work of the PC Subcommittee, the
proposed plan incorporates new goals, policies,
text boxes & objective development and design
standards

o Appendix A.3, which previously included the 2004
design guidelines, was removed from the proposed
plan

« Plan implementation

o New action item (A-4) added to table noting an
annual update on the status of the action items

o New column added to the table to identify potential
funding sources and relevant Capital Improvement
Program (CIP) information for each action item

Vehicular parking
o TOD area & access to four Metro stations
= Less parking for most uses

» No additional parking within designated
historic resources or changes of use

= Parking reductions for projects within %2 mile
of a Metro station apply

» Shared and unbundled parking is permitted

= State law prevails

Allowable land uses

o Land use table updated to allow, by-right,
additional residential uses



PROPOSED
PLAN



I Central District Vision

The Central District will build upon its existing strengths as Pasadena’s vibrant downtown,
providing a diversity of economic, civic, cultural, entertainment, and residential
opportunities. The district will be a place to work, shop, live, play, raise a family, with
convenient access by foot, bicycle, and transit, as well as by car. Physical and economic
growth will support this role and respect the numerous resources of historical and
cultural significance that contribute to the district’s unique identity.



ll Central District Subareas — No changes from Draft Plan

Map 2.2-1: Central District Specific Plan Subareas
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I Goals and Policies — Revisions to Draft Plan

Goals & policies were reorganized into 5
topics to incorporate the 2004 design
guidelines

Public Realm
Development & Design
Historic Identity
Economic Development
Subareas

O O O O O

Added a new goal with policies for Historic
|[dentity

New policies added for Public Realm,
Development & Design, and subareas

321  PLANAREAGOALS & POLICIES

PUBLIC REALM

Goall. A public realm, including sidewalks,
paseos, plazas, and parks, that support
awalkable downtown and contribute fo
the Central District’s sense of place.

Pedestrion paseos break down the size oflrger blocks and.
encourage walking

HISTORIC IDENTITY

Goal 7. Adowntown district that builds from the City’s
tich architecture and history with a healthy
balance of old and new buildings that create
astrong and varied urban fabric.

Views of civic londmarks

Policies:

Lo, Walkability. Provide an unobstructed path of travel for users that can

strests should be made safe and comfortable for movement on foo.

 sizas, ond obilfies,of

barriers n the built environment.

Le.  Enhanced Storefrants. Promote a regular cadence of individual

marked entrances that invite walkin raffic

©
parking, bus shelters, ond other pedesrian am
.\

Le. Light

especially at night.

Lg.  Open Space Network. Preserve and expand the network of paseos and

DEVELOPMENT & DESIGN

Goal 6. Ample access fo open space for both

passive and active enjoyment that expands

upon the current open space network

lozos
architectural quality, and sense of discovery, building on the historic:
legacy of the District’s network of public open space.

Lh.  Streetscape Plans. Reference existing and proposed sireetscape plans

between Colorado and Californa Bouleverds and Los Robles and Lake
Avenues.
Proposed Central Disrict Speciic Plan + June 2023

Policies:

7a. Historic Chs h s
the City's ally significant lands
and community choracier.

b, View Corrid:

ity Hall, the Pasadena Civic Audi and the
~and look for opp per
of features and buildings.

Is, colors,
the resource,

with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards.

Ze.  Urbanlnfill. protect

individual expression.

7g. Visual Clarity. D
the overalllegibility of the District’s historic architecture

h L

curbs, ree grates, stre lights, and simil

where feasible.

Districr Specifc Plan + un

addiional publicly-accessible amenities

Proposed Central District Spaciic Plan + June 2023

MID LAKE

Mixed use offce and retai development along Lake Avene

Goal 17. Amajor mixed-use business and
entertainment district, acting as a primary
gateway fo the Lake Avenue commercial
corridor and the Central District with safe
and comfortable multi-modal access fo and
from Lake Station.

Policies:

6

6h.

6.

6d.

6.

64

- space
areas that correlate to o building’ size and number of residents.

Commercial Open Space. Require lorge nonresidential or mixed-use
projects to provide open space for residents, employees, and visitors

3 apply
universal design o maximize the comfort, utlty, visual appeal, and

inferaction.

Convenient Location. Locate the massing of buildings 1o consistently

plazas so that they are centrall located.

climate of Pasadena through a rich palete of scale, lexture, and color.

e

o limate,
from summer sun and access to winter sunlight; locate seating vith
consideration to noontime sun and shade.

Point of Interest. Consider adding a focal element; forinstance, a
sculpture, fountain or art piece to outdoor space.

U . Useall o
‘gools —such as carbon sequestration, drought tolerance, ond reducing
the urban heat island effect - through tree planting, stormwater capture,
‘and native landscaping.

Policies:

1Ta.

activity

17b.  Lake/Walnut. Develop parcels near the inersection of Lake Avenue and
Walnut for the
space and other pedestrian friendly amenitis.

TZ.c. - Lake/Colorade. Support high-qualit bulding design and activity-
generating uses thatidentify Loke/Colorado as ane of the City's
prominent intersections, connecting the City s “Main Street” of Colorado

17d. Employ

jobs that d I

vital busines core.

e, around
b

visitors and generate activity for other nearby businesses.

i fronsit
tojobs,retail e L

coridor.

buildings,including office towers along North Lake Avenue, to new and
pracical uses such as housing,

proposed Central Distric Specif




I Land Use and Zoning Districts — Revisions to Draft Plan

 Boundaries between CD-MU-G and CD-
MU-N districts around Central Park were
modified to expand CD-MU-G (light blue
area)

* Land use table was updated to allow Z '
additional residential uses:

o Boarding houses

o Religious facilities with affordable
Il comuc
. B comucG
» Other changes to allowable commercial . comun

uses are proposed Bl oo |
B cD-RM-a7
B corm4s |

CD-RM-32

o

! o5
s

PD



ll Public Realm Standards — Revisions to Draft Plan

New and revised text boxes were added
to incorporate the 2004 design guidelines

SIDEWALK WIDTHS & MOBILITY

Sidewalks are unifying elements that weave the fabric of the Central District; therefore, widths of at least 10’ are required throughout the CDSP area to provide
space for a clear walk zone and pedestrian amenities such as landscaping, lighting, signage, and bicycle parking. Active Sidewalks, designed for commercial and
mixed-use areas with more pedestrian activity, have wider Walk Zones, while Residential Sidewalks typically have a larger Amenity Zone with landscaped parkways.
Consideration should be given to coordinated fixtures, including lighting, seating and wayfinding, to further establish individual neighborhood identities.

9

All streets should be designed for safe and comfortable movement on foot; ¢
high level of sfreetscape amenities should be incorporated.

Londscape and streetscape improvements can communicate the public All sidewalks should pro
character and quality of the District’s streets. universal access.

|- 2 ¥ o o)

vide ample width for pedestrians and be designed for

Proposed Central District Specific Plan + June 2023
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Jll Development and Design Standards — Revisions to Draft Plan

Map 6.1-3: Building Height

* Added “Design” to the title of Chapter 4

* Increased heights in the following areas:

o Two parcels located north of Union St
near Los Robles Ave to 63 from 51
feet

o Parcels between Dayton St & Central
Court, west of Central Park to 63 from
40 feet

[ (ITITTITTAM ), SHWm )
[ME e T

[T

o Parcels south of Central Court, west
of Central Park to 75 from 51 feet

=

=
S
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Transitional heig{v{‘areas
. o "
(FAR increased to 3.0 from 2.25) oo
Hall view corridor
it Averaging no
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l Development and Design Standards — Revisions to Draft Plan

 Revised modulation standards

o New standard added to clarify planes
separated by 20 ft width x 20 ft depth
are considered separate facades

o An exception added to encourage
new development include traditional
architectural features such as 4”
recessed windows, a base, middle,
and top, and the use of brick or stone

» Text box added to define building mass
and modulation to incorporate the 2004
design guidelines

elopment & Design Standards

BUILDING MASS & MODULATION

Modulation refers to variations in depth of a building’s fagade. A set of responsive, regulating proportions will contribute 1o a coherent building design and promote
architectural unity within the District, while proper articulation of a building’s fagade will add to the richness and variety of the District’s architecture — such as cornices,
belt lines, and fenestration patterns. Large, monolithic buildings negate the qualities of the Central District, and detract from the physical environment. The appropriate
consideration of scale, massing, detail, and three-dimensional quality of individual buildings will contribute to a varied streetscape and satisfying public environment.

Strong building forms such as towers may be considered to demarcate
important gateways and infersections, functioning as a visual anchor.

Building volumes should be arranged to maintain a compatible scale with
their surroundings; in general, break down the massing of larger buildings.

-

erti The number of materials and colors shoud be limited; where multiple materials
articulation should reflect changes in building form. or colors are used on a fagade, they should transition at inside corners.

Proposed Central District Specific Plan + June 2023

12



l Development and Design Standards — Revisions to Draft Plan

* Added requirements for exterior fixtures

FIXTURES & DRAINAGE
O Fagade Ilghtlng frequency every 30 feet Downspouts, gutters, scuppers, and similar required fixtures
or |eSS & |Ocated between 8 t01 5 feet should be designed to employ at least one of the following:
above S|dewa|k e|evatIOn » Use a high-quality, durable material (e.g. copper);
» Minimize the appearance through placement at inside
O Screen vents by decoratlve Caps or building corners and painted to match the building; or

» Locateinterior to the building.

painted to match the fagade & must be
centered or consistently aligned with

another architectural element, such as
score lines, windows, or vertical planes

 Text boxes added & revised

E. ! 4

Well-designed downspouts using high-quality materials.
Propesed Central District Specific Plan - June 2023
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l Development and Design Standards — Revisions to Draft Plan

PARKING STRUCTURES & ENTRANCES

» Added new parking design & layout standards

o Parking Structures
= Screen open areas using heavy-gauge metal, precast
concrete panels, laminated glass, green walls,
photovoltaic panels or other material per review authority

= Vehicular ramps shall not be located within 10 feet of the
sidewalk line, except at parking entrances/exists

o Gates
= |ocate gates a minimum of 20 feet from the property line P e
to allow for a queueing vehicle without blocking the public e
ri g ht- of-way reduce the visual impacts of parking.
= Conceal mechanical equipment associated with gates

o Exterior building materials shall wrap into parking
entrances/exits for a minimum of 20 feet from the building
facade

Garage enirance without screening or fagade integration.

14



Jll Development and Design Standards — Revisions to Draft Plan

» Added new plaza requirement for the
northeast corner of Lake Ave & California
Bivd

o Minimum 400 sf plaza at the corner

o Standards may be modified if the
project provides a larger plaza that is
accessible to the public and meets
the intent of the publicly accessible
open space

Map 6.3-1: Publicly Accessible Open Space

wlie

....

q.;n::L_n-
e T 1T

LTI

= Publicly Accessible OF requirement®

s Existing pedestrian connection

AT LI 10 [

w4+ Required paseolocation

baad
|

£

i

11
I
N
I

B Required plara location

*Projects locoted along identified streets are
subject fo Publicly Accessible Open Spoce
requirements

Clpporunify areas show onange of sifing opfions and ore nof representative of the scole of open spoce required ses Sections 6.3.4 ond £.3.5 forminimam
dmensions Exoctsiing ofporscs and ploms sulyect o the ddisoretion of the Planming Director Fasecs sholl sotisfy the infent of through-Block connectiving

Prepesad Cantral District Spacific Plan - Juna 2023

15



l Implementation Actions — Revisions to the Draft Plan

Added a new action item (A-4) to require
annual update on the status of the actions
to guide discussion on future capital
improvements and studies

New column was added to the table to
include potential funding sources &
relevant Capital Improvement Program
information

Actions were reorganized and slightly
reworded

A4 Annual R:p-nrl

IM5-1: Master Stra=t
Tree Plan

IM5-2: Paseo Network

IM5-3: Cample te Street
Program Improvements

IM5-4: Fr:eww Stub

Redemeh:pmenr

Proposed Centrol District Specific Plan -

The Hclnning D\ep:rnnem will present on an rwal report to the Flan ring Commission on the

implemgnh:rl:\n actions in Table 71-1 ta irform the Cupi1c|| |mpr:w‘em= it PI'D;rﬂlﬂ and the overall

progress of the plan.

Infrastructure, Mul)i'ify, undSuslninubi“lr (IMS)

Review street tree palette from the Master Street Tree
Plan to consider tree des gnations thaot betfer address
SFeH c Plan and Climate Action Flan :\l:i:cli-ae: for
climate resilience, :I‘cuin; urban codl nig, and carbon
sequestration and which are complementary to o :|ic:em
devalopment and uses

Sl_m'r'ﬂ'*e fecsib ty of '-|D|e'-|en'ing the paseo network
as described in Map 6.3 through City and ather public
funding, public-private parinerships, or other funding
miacharnizms, such as grants, that are not reliant solely on
redevelopment of adjocent parcels.

|:|cn1i|'f opportunifies for sch:h.' and mal:ri|i1','
improvements and enhancements consistent wit

DOT s Complete Street Program, such os signalized
Clnd PEdEErI’i an SCerbl!d CI'DESW:IIkS, hJIb'DIJI‘S or :url:a
extensions, bus shelters, bicycle rocks, and medions.
Prajedssh:\uH incorporate best proctices in universal
design and sustainable slements like bioswalas,

and :o:|ing strotegies lke gresn infrestructure, cocl
pavemeants chade trees, and othar :ooling omenities.

Plan for the redevelcpment of the TI0 F’::wu'r' stub and
explore ways to connect the area to the COSP with the
creation of walkable strestscapes, new housing and
amployment opportunities, and expanded cpen spacs

June 2023

Near-Term

Medium-Term

Near-Term

Near-Term

Gng:ing

Ganaral Fund

Streat Tree R:p|u cerment D:pcns-lt

CIP:
» Tree Replacerment/Planting Citywide
FY 2023-2027 (78959)"

Ganaral Fund

Cammunll‘y Deve|upm: nt Block Grant

Gas Tax
Trathic Reduction Fee

CIP:
= Cirywid: ':::\mplele Streets Pr\ogr\clm
FY 2021-2025 (75114} *

» Pedestrion Crossing Erhancements

Pregram FY 2021-2025 (75112) *

» Installation of Leading Pedastrian
Interval and Audible Signals and
Signcﬂize:l Intersactions f?5|25f' o

- Cirywide':::mlin antal Crosswalk

|mp|=men1:ric~n

R:cnnn::ﬁn; Communities Grant,
LIS Department of Transportation

General Fund

PECDD
DoT
PW

FWD

PECDD,
PRCES

WD
DOT,
PECDD

PELCDD
DOT, PWD,
PRECS

EDD, PWP

16
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COMMENTS



l South Lake Ave - Pavilions

Density (Proposed)
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I Green Space Gaps - Needs Analysis (2007)

Green Space, Recreation and Parks Master Plan

Extieir 4.3-1: Green Space Gaps *  Gap #1: Los Robles Ave
This map depicts both 1/4 mile and 1/2 mile radii between Green St and
or “walkable service areas” around Pasadena'’s . .

Neighborhood and Community Parks. As described Ca I |f0rn 1a BIVd

in Section 4.3 (Service Area Analysis), 1/2 mile
represents a 10-20 minute walk for many people. 1/4
mile represents an appropriate distance for those
residents with limited walking abilities. Barriers to
walkability, such as the 210 and 134 freeways, are
included in this map as obstacles which most people

would not cross in order to access a Neighborhood or
Community Park. Other barriers might exist within

i individual neighborhoods, but they are not included
for the purpose of this citywide analysis.

Whilethis map does notattempt to explain all aspects

of the City’s green space coverage and deficiencies, it

does provide a starting point for identifying which

portions of the City are in immediate need of access
to parkland.

-

7 Descriptions of the seven “gap” areas depicted on this
HM@:"“}'W Park map can be found on page 11 in this Section.

Legend
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I Construction Hours

e PMC9.36.070 limits hours of construction for properties zoned
residential or within 500 feet of a residential zoning district

o Monday through Friday: 7 AM -7 PM
o Saturday: 8 AM -5 PM

e Construction hours do not apply to most of CDSP area as it is
not zoned residential, however overall noise restrictions apply

 To amend PMC to apply construction hours to areas that permit
residential uses (mixed-use areas) requires an amendment to
Title 9 which is outside of the purview of the Planning
Commission

20



I North of Cordova — Plan Boundary

* Current density is RM-48 and subject to the City of Gardens /7
standards

COLOR ADO

* Parcels are not within Central District Specific Plan boundary

e Recommend that this area remain RM-48

21



STAFF RECOMMENDATION



I Staff Recommendation

It is recommended that the Planning Commission:

1. Recommend that the City Council consider an Addendum to the 2015 Pasadena General Plan
Environmental Impact Report (EIR), along with the EIR, and find that the Addendum properly discloses
only minor technical changes or additions to the EIR, and none of the conditions triggering a subsequent
or supplemental EIR are present, as set forth in State CEQA Guidelines Section 15164; and

2. Recommend that the City Council make the Findings for Approval for the General Plan Map Amendment,
Specific Plan Amendment, and Zoning Code Map and Text Amendments and approve the proposed
Central District Specific Plan. Amendments to the Zoning Code Text also include technical changes in the
previously adopted Lincoln Avenue, East Colorado, and South Fair Oaks Specific Plan for internal
consistency.

<ABFs

23 OUR PASADENA
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THANK YOU
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